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Occidentalism and
the Egyptian Novel

Politics, Poetics and Modernity

Lorenzo Casini
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This lecture discusses the main epistemological tenets of Lorenzo Casini’s book Occidentalism and the
Egyptian Novel (IB Tauris 2024) and proposes a novel approach to the study of the European theme in
modern Arabic literature by examining how deployment of the European theme unfolds the authors’
conceptions of modernity, national identity and political community. This reading of the European theme
in the Arabic novel moves away from existing descriptive approaches in the study of ‘the East-West
encounter’ to investigate what lies behind the narrative constructions of these civilisational divides.

Lorenzo Casini is Associate Professor of Arabic Literature at the University of Messina. He is the author of Fuori
degli argini (2003), Modernita arabe (co-authored with Maria Elena Paniconi and Lucia Sorbera 2012) and
Occidentalism and the Egyptian Novel (2024). He has also co-edited with Antia Mato Bouzas Migration in the
Making of the Gulf Space (2022).
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