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This talk explores Amr Kamal’s recently 
published book Emporialism: Department 
Store Fictions and the politics of the 
Mediterranean (SUNY Press, 2024). Kamal 
defines his concept of emporialism as the 
convergence between emporia 
(department stores) and spaces and 
imaginaries of empires. Precisely, the 
book sheds light on the context of a 
modern Mediterranean divided between 
the British, French, and Ottoman empires 
(1869-195). As an example, the talk revisits 
the role of emporialism in the life of Huda 
Shaarawi, showing how the emporium 
served as a space for renegotiating social 

and political position on the local and 
international levels. In this manner, the 
emporium mediated the distance 
between the members of the middle class 
across empires. 

Amr Kamal is Associate Professor of 
French, Arabic, and Comparative 
Literature, at the City College of New York 
and at the Graduate Center. He is the 
coordinator and creator of the minor of 
Middle East and North Africa Studies at 
City College. His research interests 
include nineteenth and twentieth French 
and Francophone Literature; Francophone 
literature from the Mashreq (Egypt, 
Lebanon, Syria); Arabic Literature; Gulf 
studies, postcolonial literature; cultural 
geography; material culture, visual culture 
and media, translation studies, 
Mediterranean studies, and cinema. He 
held fellowships at the BOZAR Center for 
Fine Arts in Brussels, and the Institute for 
the Humanities at the University of 
Michigan. He was a resident scholar at the 
Boghossian Foundation, Center for Art and 
Dialogue in Belgium. He is the author of 
Emporialism: Department Store Fiction 
and the Politics of the Mediterranean 
(SUNY Press 2024). His book received 
Honorable Mention for the 2025 ACLA 
René Wellek Prize. It was also shortlisted 
for the First Book Prize by the Modernist 
Studies Association. He is currently 
working on his next monograph on Imagery 
of uprootedness in Contemporary 
Mediterranean Cinema. 


