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Research confirms the rising global 
prevalence of Technology-Facilitated 
Violence Against Women (TFVAW), with 
Women Rights Defenders (WRDs) and 
activists representing a significant and 
frequent target. Despite this critical threat 
landscape, there is a distinct gap in 
empirical research focused on 
systematically measuring the digital 
vulnerability and cyber risk faced by the 
organizations supporting these women. 

This study directly addresses this deficit 
by investigating the nature and scope of 
digital violence encountered by Women’s 
Rights Organizations (WROs) operating in 
Egypt, specifically examining the digital 
risks inherent to their sensitive work.  
Based on a rigorous theoretical framework 
derived from established vulnerability 
indicators and risk-related impact 
indicators, it presents a novel and 
predictive assessment tool: The SecDev 
Foundation’s Feminist Organizations' 
Cyber Risk Barometer (FoCRB)®. This tool 
offers a sophisticated, quantifiable 
method to gauge potential digital risks by 
analyzing key aspects of an organization's 
operational, technical, and digital security 
profile. The study is empirically grounded, 
utilizing real-world quantitative and 
qualitative data collected from numerous 
WROs across Egypt. Detailed case studies 
are included to validate and refine the 
framework, providing critical, granular 
insights into the specific digital threats 
and capacity needs of these 
organizations. The findings offer essential 
knowledge for improving the digital 
security resilience of feminist civil society 
globally. 
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and TFVAW. She is the founder of the first 
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