
 
 
War and State (De)Formation in MENA 
Date & Time 
Jan 27, 2025 03:00 PM  
Zoom link registration: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FEB03ADjR3C8By4k_LGv7w#/regist
ration 
 
 
The Arab Political Science Network (APSN), in collaboration with the Center for 
Economic, Legal, and Social Studies and Documentation (CEDEJ) and the Middle 
East Studies Program at the American University in Cairo (AUC) invite you to a 
webinar discussion on "War and State (De)Formation in MENA."  
 
This is the first session in a six-part series titled Politics and War in MENA, that will 
bring together researchers and professionals to reflect on and discuss, using 
multi-disciplinary perspectives and experiences, critical themes from State 
(De)formation and War Economies to Researching War, Media and Disinformation, 
and Everyday Life under War.  
 
Date: 27 January 2025 
Time: 8 am EST / 1 pm London / 3 pm Cairo  
 
*Simultaneous interpretation to Arabic is available. 

العربیة اللغة إلى فوریة ترجمة توفیر یتم سوف * 
 
 
Speakers 
 
Lisa Anderson 
 
Lisa Anderson is Special Lecturer and James T. Shotwell Professor of International 
Relations Emerita at the Columbia University·Columbia University 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FEB03ADjR3C8By4k_LGv7w#/registration
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_FEB03ADjR3C8By4k_LGv7w#/registration


Dr. Anderson served as President of the American University in Cairo for five years, 
from 2011-2016. Prior to her appointment as President, she was the University’s 
provost, a position she had assumed in 2008. She is Dean Emerita of the School of 
International and Public Affairs at Columbia, where she led the school from 
1997-2007. She was on the faculty of Columbia since 1986; prior to her appointment 
as Dean, she served as Chair of the Political Science Department and Director of 
Columbia's Middle East Institute. She has also taught at Princeton and Harvard 
Universities.  
 
 
Sean Yom 
 
Associate Professor of Political Science·Temple University.Sean Yom is Associate 
Professor of Political Science at Temple University and Senior Fellow in the Middle 
East Program at the Foreign Policy Research Institute. He is a specialist on regimes 
and governance in the Middle East, especially in Arab monarchies like Jordan, 
Kuwait, and Morocco. His research engages topics of authoritarian politics, 
democratic reforms, institutional stability, and economic development in these 
countries, as well as their implications for US foreign policy. His publications include 
the books From Resilience to Revolution: How Foreign Interventions Destabilize the 
Middle East (Columbia University Press, 2016), as well as Government and Politics 
of the Middle East and North Africa, 9th edition (Routledge, 2020); articles in print 
journals like Comparative Political Studies, European Journal of International 
Relations, Studies in Comparative International Development, and Journal of 
Democracy; and contributions in online venues like Foreign Affairs, Middle East Eye, 
and the Washington Post’s Monkey Cage. He also advises country-level work with 
international NGOs, law firms, and sovereign clients. Education: A.B., Brown 
University (2003); PhD., Harvard University (2009). 
 
Adham Saouli 
 
Professor of Politics and International Relations·Doha Institute for Graduate Studies. 
Adham Saouli is Professor of Politics and International Relations and Head of the 
Critical Security Studies program. He joined the Doha Institute for Graduate Studies 
in September 2023. Saouli has held a Post-Doctoral Research Fellowship at the 
University College Dublin (2008-2009) and Lectureship (Assistant Professorship) at 
the University of Edinburgh (2009-2014). He moved to the University of St Andrews 
in 2014 and was promoted to Professor of International Relations in 2022. Saouli is a 
member of the Arab Political Science Network, APSA, MESA, BISA, and BRISMES. 
He is the Founding-Editor of Disruptions, a book series on social movements, 
revolutions, and activism that is published by Edinburgh University Press and is on 
the editorial board of Siyasat Arabia. 
 
 



May Darwich 
 
Associate Professor in International Relations of the Middle East·University of 
Birmingham.May Darwich is Associate Professor in International Relations of the 
Middle East at the University of Birmingham. She was Assistant Professor at 
Durham University (2016-2019) and a Research Fellow at GIGA German Institute of 
Global and Area Studies (2014-2015). 
Her research attempts to bring Middle East cases to debates within IR theory while 
surmounting the challenge to the study of state behaviour in the Middle East through 
theoretical lenses. Her research has appeared in internationally renowned journals, 
namely Foreign Policy Analysis, the Journal of Global Security Studies, 
Democratization, Mediterranean Politics, Global Discourse and in volumes on the 
international relations of the Middle East. She is author of Threats and Alliances in 
the Middle East: Saudi and Syrian Policies in a Turbulent Region (Cambridge 
University Press, 2019). She is Principal Investigator of the Carnegie-funded project 
Port Infrastructures, International Politics, and Everyday Life: From the Arabian Gulf 
to the Horn of Africa. 
 


