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Programme



EGYCLASS is an International Research Network that aims at providing a comprehensive analysis 
of social classes in Egypt. Building on existing links and scientific exchanges between leading 
researchers in sociology, anthropology, political science, history and economics, the network 
associates 6 institutions : CEDEJ (France), the Department of Sociology and Anthropology of 
the American University in Cairo (Egypt), the Orient Institute Beirut (OIB, Germany), the Society 
and Culture in Motion research cluster (SCM, University of Halle-Wittenberg, Germany), the 
Centre for Anthropological Research on Affect and Materiality (CARAM, Ghent University, 
Belgium) and the Department of Social Anthropology of Oslo University (Norway). 

Combining quantitative and qualitative methods, the project aims to develop the first social 
class research infrastructure in Egypt that will serve as an innovative baseline for a 
multitude of works in various disciplinary fields, as well as for international comparisons 
and policy alternatives.

Programme



09:00-09:30am

Programme 5 December 2021

Introduction to the Egyclass Project  
by CEDEJ/Institutional Partners

Traditions in the Study of Social Classes (Chair: helen Rizzo, AUC; Marie Vannetzel, CEDEJ)

Opening Keynote :
Class Structure in Egypt: Diverse Roots, Diverse Cultural Orientations  
by Mohamed Mohieddine (Menufiyya University)

Discussion 

Social Classes in Egypt and Political Science  
by Mostafa Kamel El Sayyid (FESP, Cairo University)

Discussion 

Coffee Break

Class and its Multiple Proxies in the Study of Rural Egypt 
 by REEM SAAD (Social Anthropologist)

Space is Class   
by Agnès Deboulet (CEDEJ)

Discussion

closing Keynote :
Post-western sociology and Social Space in China and Europe 
by Laurence Roulleau-Berger (CNRS, Triangle, Lyon)

Discussion

lunch Break

Thinking with Mona Abaza  (Chair: Hania Sholkamy, Auc; and Nada El Kouny, AUC)

Introduction by Nada El-Kouny (AUC)

Passant Worldliness: To inhabit the city as a passerby 
by Momen El-Husseiny (AUC)

Vacant Villas, Living Pasts 
by Candace Lukasik (Washington University, St. Louis)

The Entanglement of Emotions, Fashion, Beauty and the Self 
by Liza Franke (Georg-August-University Göttingen)

Q&A

Coffee Break

Introduction by Hania Sholkamy (AUC)

Struggle as Middle class: Cairo’s Housing crisis during the 1970s & 80s
by Ahmed Abdelazim (University of Wisconsin - Madison)

Mona Abaza: the Visionary Scientist
by Mariam Ragab (Political science researcher)

Q&A

Plenary discussion and ideas from the floor

09:30-01:00pm

09:30-10:00am

10:15-10:35am

10:35-10:50am

10:50-11:10am

12:10-12:40am

12:40-1:00pm

01:00-02:00pm

02:00-02:05pm

02:20-02:35pm

02:50-03:05pm

10:00-10:15Am

11:10-11:30am

11:30-11:50am

11:50-12:10am

02:00-04:30pm

02:05-02:20pm

03:05-03:15pm

03:15-03:20pm

03:20-03:35pm

03:35-03:50pm

03:50-04:00pm

04:00-04:30pm



A Conference organized by : 
CNRS, CEDEJ, OIB, AUC, SCM (Halle University), CARAM (Ghent University), 

and Social Anthropology Department (Oslo University).


